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Did You Know...
# of scholarships offered 

to the Class of 2015

14
# of students that participate in 

extra-curricular activities, 
many more than one

470 

320
# of times our 5th through 8th graders made 

honor roll or Principal’s Roll in first three 
quarters of the 2015-16 school year

of the 8th graders took the new 
Algebra 1 class this school year. 

Many of those students were placed  
in an honors Math class next year as  

a freshman in high school

71%

$48,000
high school scholarship 
money awarded to the

 Class of 2015

of students in grades 2-4 learn Spanish daily 
from a Spanish teacher.  100% of all 5-8 

students learn one of the following languages 
through Rosetta Stone: Spanish, French, Latin, 

German, Italian, Mandarin Chinese,  
Japanese, Polish, Greek, Irish.

100%

$3,827.81
amount of money raised for non-

profit organizations through various 
community service by St. Michael 

School students fundraising efforts

students in 7th and 8th grade that 
participated in the Power of the Pen 

competition. Two of those students moved 
on to the state competiton.

16

out of 414 students at the main campus and  
St. Basil campus, along with both preschool and 

Jr. K classes, use iPads for learning

100%

students in grades 
4-8 that participate in 

the band program

53

8th graders (out of 36) 
are going to 8 different 
Catholic high schools

27

students that are transported by 
school bus to SMS from Independence, 

Brecksville-Broadview Heights,  
Bedford, and Parma

232 

K-8 students that 
participate in the morning 
and aftercare programs 

84

from

participation of all students 
in student-lead prayer 

services, Advent,  
Living Stations of the Cross, National Day of 

Prayer, May Crowning, weekly Masses  
at both campuses, and more

100%

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT, OPEN HOUSE AND REGISTRATION

the

St. Michael School is a partnership between St. Michael Parish in 
Independence and St. Basil the Great Parish in Brecksville. Each 
student is a child of God, challenged daily to achieve academic 
excellence and taught to embrace the gospel message to make a 
difference in the world.
     
“We are a Christ-centered community that strives to enhance lives 
through academic excellence in the Roman Catholic tradition,” said 
Principal Mrs. Margaret Campisi. “As a nationally recognized, Blue 
Ribbon Catholic school, St. Michael always works toward enriching 
school programs to help our students achieve both academically 
and, most importantly, spiritually.  We are forming intentional 
disciples each and every day!” 

Information Night 

Parents interested in a Catholic elementary education for their 
children in Preschool, Jr. Kindergarten, Kindergarten and First Grade 
are welcome to attend an Information Night on Thursday, January 
19, 2017 from 6:30-8 pm in the St. Basil Parish Education Center, 
8700 Brecksville Road.   

Open House

On Sunday, January 22, 2017 from 10:30 am-noon, the main 
campus of St. Michael School, 6906 Chestnut Road, will hold an 
open house.  School families, those interested in sending their child 
to St. Michael School, alumni, and parishioners are welcome to 
attend.  There will be classroom tours, a sneak peak of the Drama 
Club’s play, and performances by the Jazz Band, Choir, and Jump 
Rope Club.  Families interested in receiving a personal 

tour of either the St. Michael or St. Basil campus can call Mrs. 
Margaret Campisi at 216/524-6405.
 

Registration Information
 
Re-registration Week and Sibling Registration at St. Michael School 
will be held the week of January 9, 2017.  

New Student Registration Week begins Monday, January 23, from 
9 am - 2 pm at both the main campus and the St. Basil campus. 
Students transferring from other schools in grades 1-8 are to register 
at the main campus. Preschool, Jr. Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
registration is at the St. Basil campus.
 
“The reason for our success is the dedication of our teachers, 
their willingness to go the extra mile, and always strive to take the 
students to the next level. Our students are encouraged to try new 
adventures and never to back down from a challenge,” said Campisi.  

“Another reason for our success is our parents. Their dedication to 
our school, commitment to Catholic Education, and their willingness 
to work with the administration, teachers, and staff help create a 
partnership that is most valuable,” continued Campisi. “Our goal is to 
have school graduates who are productive individuals, concerned 
about others, involved in their community, and who will make this 
world a better place by striving to share their faith with others by 
word and example.”

Families interested in learning more about St. Michael School can 
visit www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com or follow the school on Facebook 
and Twitter.

“Our goal is to HAVE SCHOOL GRADUATES who 
are productive individuals, concerned about others, involved in their 

community, and who will make this world a better place by  
striving to share their faith with others by word and example.”

an



January:
 4 Classes Resume
 6 End of 2nd quarter
 9 Re-Registration and Sibling Registration 

Week Begins
 13 Report Cards
 16 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  

- No School
 19 Preschool/Kindergarten Information 

Night – St. Basil Campus – 6:30 pm
 22 Main Campus Open House
 23 New Registration Week Begins
 28 Second Graders 1st Reconciliation  

– 10:00 am
 29 Catholic Schools Week Begins

February:
 3 Pre-4 and Jr. Kindergarten Conferences 

No School for Preschool and Jr. K
 8 Walk Through Wednesday  

– St. Basil Campus
 8 Registration fee goes up
 10 Midterms
 10 Preschool and Jr. K Teacher In-Service 

No School for Preschool and Jr. K
 20 Presidents’ Day – No School

 23 Pre-3 Conferences – No School for Pre-3
 23 Drama Club Show
 24 Drama Club Show
 27 IOWA Testing Begins

March:
 8 Walk Through Wednesday  

– St. Basil Campus
 10 End of 3rd Quarter
 16 Report Cards
 17 No School – Teacher In-service
 25 School Fundraiser – More Information to 

Come – Stay Tuned!

April:
 4 Preschool and Jr. K In-service 

No School for Preschool and Jr. K
 4 Operation Keepsake  

5th grade Parent Mtg. – 6:30 pm
 12 Walk Through Wednesday  

– St. Basil Campus
 12 Midterms
 14 Good Friday – No School
 17-21 Easter Break
 24 Classes Resume

 25 Volunteer Appreciation Mass 
– Main Campus

 28 Volunteer Appreciation Mass 
– St. Basil Campus

 30 1st Communion Practice

May:
 1 National Day of Prayer
 4 Pastries for Parents
 6 1st Communion Day
 9 Confirmation Practice
 10 Band Concert – 6:30 pm
 11 Confirmation
 16 Choral Concert
 24 Kindergarten Last Day
 24 Last Day for Hot Lunch
 24 8th grade Clap Out – 11:00 am
 24 8th grade Graduation – 7:00 pm
 25 Field Day
 26 Awards Ceremony 
 26 Last Day of School  

– Dismissal -11:00 am

Calendar

Dear Friends of St. Michael School,

We are excited to present this 
Messenger newsletter to all of our 
school families, parishioners, and those 
families looking for the right school for 
their child.

There are so many wonderful programs 
and opportunities that St. Michael 
School offers to students. You will find 
we have the perfect blend of curriculum 
and faith-based activities, with a 

multitude of clubs, programs, sports, arts, and music. Our goal is to provide the most 
well-rounded educational experience you can find for your child.

A special thank you to all our friends and supporters of our school as we strive to teach 
our students that God is so important in their lives.

On behalf of Fr. Pete, Fr. Walt, and the St. Michael School teachers and staff, I would like to 
extend to you much happiness and good health in the New Year.

God’s Peace and Blessings,

Mrs. Margaret Campisi, Principal

WALK THROUGH WEDNESDAYS
February 8 • March 8 • April 12

9:30-11:00am

Classroom Observations • Q & A Session • Refreshments
Children are welcome to come with their parents.

St. Basil Campus offers  
Preschool (3 & 4 year old programs),  

Jr. Kindergarten (young 5's),  
Full Day Kindergarten and First Grade.

Children learn in a Christ-center environment with 
hands-on learning in all core subjects. Beginning in  
preschool, students are involve in the arts, music,  
computer education, as well as Spanish lessons.

Please RSVP to 440-717-0398

Personal Tours are always available 
by calling 216-524-6405

Library/Art Collaboration

November 7 through the 11, 
Art Teacher Mrs. Danielle 
Kutis and Librarian Miss 
Natalie Dickerson, taught 
Origami and other lessons 
using Japanese themes for 
students in Kindergarten 
through eighth grade in 

honor of World Origami Day.  In the 2015-2016 school year, the PTU 
paid for Mrs. Kutis and Miss Dickerson to take an Origami Pedagogy 
class at the Cleveland Institute of Art. Through that class, both 
teachers were able to share what they learned about Japanese 
culture with the students. 

EIGHTH GRADERS ATTEND “GOT PRAYER” RETREAT

On September 22, St. Michael School eighth graders danced, praised 
God, reflected, forgave, and came together as a class in a retreat 
personalized just for them by Trinity High School.  This all-day 
retreat, held at Camp Christopher encompassed a myriad of ways to 
pray.  Whether through prayer and praise, Eucharistic adoration, a 
nature walk, or a half hour of silence, these students were touched 
throughout the day by the Holy Spirit.  The day culminated in an 
outdoor Mass, which parents of the students were able to join in, 
celebrated by Fr. Walt Jenne, pastor of St. Basil the Great Church. 
“The students really bonded with their classmates during the 
retreat,” said Eighth Grade Teacher Mrs. Susan Mackovjak. “They 
were able to leave with some wonderful, powerful memories and the 
tools of prayer to guide them in life’s journey.”  

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL STUDENTS HONOR VETERANS BY WRITING ESSAYS 
ON PATRIOTISM

In honor of Veteran’s Day, St. Michael School students participated 
in The Northeast Ohio Foundation for Patriotism (NEOPAT) essay 
contest for the third year in a row.  The foundation provides 
scholarship funds for families with a connection to the military.  
Students, kindergarten through eighth grade, were given the 
opportunity to write an essay about patriotism and what it means to 
them. 

On Tuesday, November 8, a special 8:30 am Mass and a breakfast 

was held to honor the Veterans.  
During the breakfast, the three 
essay winners were announced.  
Each of the three students won 
a $500 scholarship that will be 
applied toward their tuition for the 
2016-2017 school year.  The winners 
were sixth grader Max Anderson, 
sixth grader Savannah Horner, and 
eighth grader John Niezgoda.

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL STUDENTS GIVE BACK TO COMMUNITY

The St. Michael School 
K-Kids and Builders Club 
members have been busy 
helping the community 
throughout the fall. During 
the month of October, the 
students collected hygiene 
and cleaning products 
for those in need.  These 
Items went to University 
Settlement in Cleveland where they were distributed to Cleveland 
families. From the collection, students were able to make up 50 
boxes for those in need.

On Halloween, the students took boxes out during the times of Trick-
or-Treating to collect donations for UNICEF.  The students collected 
$370 which will go to help children in need receive medicine, better 
nutrition, clean water, emergency relief, and education. 

“We are so proud of all the great community service our students 
are doing,” said Principal Mrs. Margaret Campisi. “There’s no better 
way to show God’s love than by helping those in need.”

DRAMA CLUB PRESENTS...

Will OZ help our characters?  
Come and see the St. Michael 
School Drama Club production 
of “OZ!” to find out if Dorothy 
makes it back to Kansas.

Thursday, February 23 & Friday, February 24, 2017
7 pm     Independence Middle School

Directed by: Jarred Nichols  |  Choreographer/Teacher: Judy Lasecki
Music Director/Alumnus: Gregory Paparizos  |  Advisors/Teachers: Bob Clark & Adam Cottos

Tickets are $8 for adults and $6 for students and seniors.  
To purchase tickets, call Kristen at 216-225-1106 or 

drama.club@stmichaelschoolinfo.com
“OZ!” is a Pioneer Drama production.



Increasing our use of Technology for Engaged Student 
Learning…

St. Michael School made numerous exciting technology 
improvements this past summer. Students are now enjoying…

 An additional 36 Chromebooks for the second floor for a total 
of 72 for fifth through eighth grade.

 An additional 10 Chromebooks for a total of 20 for first floor 
classrooms (second through fourth grade)

 Upgraded projector in Mrs. Bertori’s seventh grade classroom
 New Activpanel (touch screen) in Mrs. Patterson’s third grade 

classroom.
 Activboard for Mrs. Rable’s preschool (3- and 4-year old) 

classroom.
 One additional tech tub with iPads for St. Basil Campus
 Increased Internet speed at Main Campus and St. Basil 

Campus

All of this was made 
possible by the 
fundraising efforts of 
the magazine drive 
and Casino Night, as 
well as government 
money. A special 
thank you to Fr. Pete 
and Fr. Walt for all 
of their continued 
support in helping to 
make St. Michael School a place where students continue to grow 
academically, socially, emotionally, and most importantly, spiritually.

Fourth Grade Students Learn Google Classroom

St. Michael 
School students 
in Mrs. Patricia 
Perhavec’s fourth 
grade class have 
been hard at work 
doing research 
and learning 
Google Classroom. 
Students have 

been researching extinct 
and endangered 
animals and 

presented their research through Google Classroom. Using Google, 
students are able to collaborate and have access to tools that allow 
them to research smarter.  Google Classroom is part of a set of 
apps including Gmail, Docs, Drive, Sheets, Slides and Drawings that 
connect the students and teachers, wherever they are, through the 
St. Michael School domain.

St. Michael School Receives Grant from USA Pickleball Assoc.

St. Michael School sixth and eighth grade students are now learning 
how to play pickleball thanks to Physical Education Teacher 
Mrs. Linda Kehl. Kehl applied for a grant from the USA Pickleball 
Association and won. As a result, the school received a portable 
pickleball net, a replacement net, rule book, DVD, and eight paddles 
and pickleballs.

Kehl has been teaching her sixth and eighth grade students how 
to play pickleball in gym class. With the new equipment, the 
students went on a field trip to pickleball courts in Elmwood Park in 
Independence. 

Spanish

In honor of the Cleveland 
Indians playing in the World 
Series, Spanish Teacher Señora 
Dora Hedayatnia, taught her 
first grade students how to say 
baseball terms in Spanish. After 
their lesson, students colored 
paper baseball hats, gloves, 
balls and bases and played a 
short game in their classroom.

THE CHAPLET OF THE DIVINE MERCY IN SONG...COMPOSED BY ST. MICHAEL 
SCHOOL ALUMNUS AND SUNG BY STUDENTS/ALUMNI
The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy is a beautiful prayer that is recited 
on rosary beads. Our school and parishes of St. Basil the Great 
and St. Michael now have our own version of the prayer that was 
composed and sung by St. Michael School alumni and students. We 
encourage everyone to pray the Chaplet by logging on to  
bit.ly/Divine_Mercy_Chaplet. 

The original music was composed and produced by Gregory 
Paparizos, sophomore at Padua Franciscan High School and 
SMS Class of 2015. The Chaplet was sung by Sidney Katona, SMS 

Class of 2017, Emily Matas, SMS Class of 2017, and Jacqueline Ward, 
sophomore at Walsh Jesuit High School and SMS Class of 2015.

The entire school ended their school week on November 11 by 
singing this prayer for the first time. As you walked through the halls 
on the first and second floor, it was beautiful to hear the voices of 
our own SMS Blue Angels. Every student brought home a prayer 
card that listed the online link so families could pray this Chaplet 
together. 

Miss Oltmanns’s 4th grade class shows 
pictures of the Corporal Acts of Mercy 
they colored after praying the chaplet.

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN ANNUAL NATIONAL  
WALK TO SCHOOL DAY

St. Michael School students participated in the annual 
National Walk to School Day on September 15.  About 200 
students, teachers, staff, and parents walked from the 
Independence Kiwanis Pavilion at Elmwood Park to the 
main campus on Chestnut Road.  This walk has become 
a tradition at the school and all students are treated to 
refreshments afterwards.  
 
“Promoting healthy lifestyles and proper exercise is 
something we stress in our physical education classes,” 
said Physical Education Teacher Mrs. Linda Kehl.  “Our 
school community always looks forward to coming 
together for this annual event.”

SPECIALS UPDATES 

“St. Michael SCHOOL is providing a solid 
foundation for our boys. They receive extra attention and care 

from the teachers and are being prepared academically for high school.”
- Tricia & William Hall



In July, 20 soon-to-be Kindergarten students attended St. Michael School’s third 
annual Kindergarten Boot Camp. The week-long program was open to any child 
entering Kindergarten, even if they were not attending St. Michael School in the 
fall. The goal of the boot camp was to give the students tools necessary to be 
successful in Kindergarten as well as getting rid of the nerves associated with 
starting school and instead build excitement about Kindergarten.  
 
Each day started with prayer and sharing activities, similar to a typical school day. 
The rest of the day consisted of practicing fine motor skills and completing basic 
math and language arts activities. Students were also able to run an obstacle 
course, do science scavenger hunts, alphabet relays and water and bubble 
activities throughout the week. Teachers read aloud Commotion in the Ocean and 
students made their very own jellyfish.

 
“It is a very exciting week!” said Kindergarten Teacher Mrs. Sue DiGeronimo. “The students come in unsure of Kindergarten and leave feeling 
prepared and excited for the upcoming year.”

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL HOSTS THIRD ANNUAL KINDERGARTEN BOOT CAMP

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 
On November 4, the St. Basil Campus celebrated 
Grandparents' Day.  Grandparents from Jr. 
Kindergarten, Kindergarten and First Grade joined 
their grandchildren for mass and refreshments.

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL PARTNERS WITH HEINEN’S 
TO TEACH HEALTHY EATING HABITS
On September 8, Mary Alice Grassa, a childhood wellness specialist 
from Heinen’s grocery store in Brecksville, stopped by St. Michael 
School’s St. Basil campus to talk with students about eating healthy. 
The students were introduced to five SuperKids who have Super 
Powers from eating their fruits and vegetables.
 
This special visit was a part of Heinen’s Grocery Stores Five Star 
Dinner school outreach program, which provides supplemental 
wellness education materials to local schools.  “More and more 
parents are having a hard time getting kids to make healthy food 
choices, so with this partnership with Heinen’s, we are hoping to 
educate our students to make the best food choices for a healthy 
life,” said Kindergarten Teacher Mrs. Sue DiGeronimo.
 

St. Basil Campus 
students also 
took a field trip 
to the Heinen’s 
in Brecksville 
to learn about 
how produce 
is grown in 
Heinen’s Nature 
Fresh Farms Mobile Greenhouse Education Center, a 38-foot-long 
operational greenhouse. It was created to increase awareness 
about how produce is being grown from seed to cultivation in 
greenhouses.

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL STUDENTS “BREAKOUT” OF 
CLASSROOM TO EXPLORE NATIONAL PARKS AS A TEAM
St. Michael School fifth and sixth graders in Mr. Adam Cottos’ classroom explored the National 
Parks by doing a “Breakout” on August 30. A “Breakout” is a process of figuring out clues by 
researching and investigating historical sites on the Internet, while using math skills to crack 
the code to “breakout of their situation.”

This was the first “Breakout” that the students were challenged with and they were quickly 
catching on to the process and the new skills of collaboration, critical thinking, creativity, and 

communication. During this experience, the bus driver of a tour was kidnapped by Bigfoot, who then challenged the students’ knowledge of 
National Parks in order to rescue the bus driver. Students visited 10 National Parks during their journey.
 
The experience led to the students rearranging their traditional classroom setting to include flexible seating choices in order to increase their 
motivation to collaborate with their peers and be more engaged in their learning. 

“The education our sons are receiving is ‘state of the art,’ challenging and definitely what they need to 
succeed and become productive citizens. The teachers are wonderful to work with and our sons are making 

new friends in their classes every day.”  - Melanie & Simpson Huggins

LUNCH WITH A LOVED ONE - OCTOBER 25, 2016
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March:
 8 Walk Through Wednesday  

– St. Basil Campus
 10 End of 3rd Quarter
 16 Report Cards
 17 No School – Teacher In-service
 25 School Fundraiser – More Information to 

Come – Stay Tuned!

April:
 4 Preschool and Jr. K In-service 

No School for Preschool and Jr. K
 4 Operation Keepsake  

5th grade Parent Mtg. – 6:30 pm
 12 Walk Through Wednesday  

– St. Basil Campus
 12 Midterms
 14 Good Friday – No School
 17-21 Easter Break
 24 Classes Resume

 25 Volunteer Appreciation Mass 
– Main Campus

 28 Volunteer Appreciation Mass 
– St. Basil Campus

 30 1st Communion Practice

May:
 1 National Day of Prayer
 4 Pastries for Parents
 6 1st Communion Day
 9 Confirmation Practice
 10 Band Concert – 6:30 pm
 11 Confirmation
 16 Choral Concert
 24 Kindergarten Last Day
 24 Last Day for Hot Lunch
 24 8th grade Clap Out – 11:00 am
 24 8th grade Graduation – 7:00 pm
 25 Field Day
 26 Awards Ceremony 
 26 Last Day of School  

– Dismissal -11:00 am

Calendar

Dear Friends of St. Michael School,

We are excited to present this 
Messenger newsletter to all of our 
school families, parishioners, and those 
families looking for the right school for 
their child.

There are so many wonderful programs 
and opportunities that St. Michael 
School offers to students. You will find 
we have the perfect blend of curriculum 
and faith-based activities, with a 

multitude of clubs, programs, sports, arts, and music. Our goal is to provide the most 
well-rounded educational experience you can find for your child.

A special thank you to all our friends and supporters of our school as we strive to teach 
our students that God is so important in their lives.

On behalf of Fr. Pete, Fr. Walt, and the St. Michael School teachers and staff, I would like to 
extend to you much happiness and good health in the New Year.

God’s Peace and Blessings,

Mrs. Margaret Campisi, Principal

WALK THROUGH WEDNESDAYS
February 8 • March 8 • April 12

9:30-11:00am

Classroom Observations • Q & A Session • Refreshments
Children are welcome to come with their parents.

St. Basil Campus offers  
Preschool (3 & 4 year old programs),  

Jr. Kindergarten (young 5's),  
Full Day Kindergarten and First Grade.

Children learn in a Christ-center environment with 
hands-on learning in all core subjects. Beginning in  
preschool, students are involve in the arts, music,  
computer education, as well as Spanish lessons.

Please RSVP to 440-717-0398

Personal Tours are always available 
by calling 216-524-6405

Library/Art Collaboration

November 7 through the 11, 
Art Teacher Mrs. Danielle 
Kutis and Librarian Miss 
Natalie Dickerson, taught 
Origami and other lessons 
using Japanese themes for 
students in Kindergarten 
through eighth grade in 

honor of World Origami Day.  In the 2015-2016 school year, the PTU 
paid for Mrs. Kutis and Miss Dickerson to take an Origami Pedagogy 
class at the Cleveland Institute of Art. Through that class, both 
teachers were able to share what they learned about Japanese 
culture with the students. 

EIGHTH GRADERS ATTEND “GOT PRAYER” RETREAT

On September 22, St. Michael School eighth graders danced, praised 
God, reflected, forgave, and came together as a class in a retreat 
personalized just for them by Trinity High School.  This all-day 
retreat, held at Camp Christopher encompassed a myriad of ways to 
pray.  Whether through prayer and praise, Eucharistic adoration, a 
nature walk, or a half hour of silence, these students were touched 
throughout the day by the Holy Spirit.  The day culminated in an 
outdoor Mass, which parents of the students were able to join in, 
celebrated by Fr. Walt Jenne, pastor of St. Basil the Great Church. 
“The students really bonded with their classmates during the 
retreat,” said Eighth Grade Teacher Mrs. Susan Mackovjak. “They 
were able to leave with some wonderful, powerful memories and the 
tools of prayer to guide them in life’s journey.”  

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL STUDENTS HONOR VETERANS BY WRITING ESSAYS 
ON PATRIOTISM

In honor of Veteran’s Day, St. Michael School students participated 
in The Northeast Ohio Foundation for Patriotism (NEOPAT) essay 
contest for the third year in a row.  The foundation provides 
scholarship funds for families with a connection to the military.  
Students, kindergarten through eighth grade, were given the 
opportunity to write an essay about patriotism and what it means to 
them. 

On Tuesday, November 8, a special 8:30 am Mass and a breakfast 

was held to honor the Veterans.  
During the breakfast, the three 
essay winners were announced.  
Each of the three students won 
a $500 scholarship that will be 
applied toward their tuition for the 
2016-2017 school year.  The winners 
were sixth grader Max Anderson, 
sixth grader Savannah Horner, and 
eighth grader John Niezgoda.

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL STUDENTS GIVE BACK TO COMMUNITY

The St. Michael School 
K-Kids and Builders Club 
members have been busy 
helping the community 
throughout the fall. During 
the month of October, the 
students collected hygiene 
and cleaning products 
for those in need.  These 
Items went to University 
Settlement in Cleveland where they were distributed to Cleveland 
families. From the collection, students were able to make up 50 
boxes for those in need.

On Halloween, the students took boxes out during the times of Trick-
or-Treating to collect donations for UNICEF.  The students collected 
$370 which will go to help children in need receive medicine, better 
nutrition, clean water, emergency relief, and education. 

“We are so proud of all the great community service our students 
are doing,” said Principal Mrs. Margaret Campisi. “There’s no better 
way to show God’s love than by helping those in need.”

DRAMA CLUB PRESENTS...

Will OZ help our characters?  
Come and see the St. Michael 
School Drama Club production 
of “OZ!” to find out if Dorothy 
makes it back to Kansas.

Thursday, February 23 & Friday, February 24, 2017
7 pm     Independence Middle School

Directed by: Jarred Nichols  |  Choreographer/Teacher: Judy Lasecki
Music Director/Alumnus: Gregory Paparizos  |  Advisors/Teachers: Bob Clark & Adam Cottos

Tickets are $8 for adults and $6 for students and seniors.  
To purchase tickets, call Kristen at 216-225-1106 or 

drama.club@stmichaelschoolinfo.com
“OZ!” is a Pioneer Drama production.



Messenger January 2017

update

www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com

Did You Know...
# of scholarships offered 

to the Class of 2015

14
# of students that participate in 

extra-curricular activities, 
many more than one

470 

320
# of times our 5th through 8th graders made 

honor roll or Principal’s Roll in first three 
quarters of the 2015-16 school year

of the 8th graders took the new 
Algebra 1 class this school year. 

Many of those students were placed  
in an honors Math class next year as  

a freshman in high school

71%

$48,000
high school scholarship 
money awarded to the

 Class of 2015

of students in grades 2-4 learn Spanish daily 
from a Spanish teacher.  100% of all 5-8 

students learn one of the following languages 
through Rosetta Stone: Spanish, French, Latin, 

German, Italian, Mandarin Chinese,  
Japanese, Polish, Greek, Irish.

100%

$3,827.81
amount of money raised for non-

profit organizations through various 
community service by St. Michael 

School students fundraising efforts

students in 7th and 8th grade that 
participated in the Power of the Pen 

competition. Two of those students moved 
on to the state competiton.

16

out of 414 students at the main campus and  
St. Basil campus, along with both preschool and 

Jr. K classes, use iPads for learning

100%

students in grades 
4-8 that participate in 

the band program

53

8th graders (out of 36) 
are going to 8 different 
Catholic high schools

27

students that are transported by 
school bus to SMS from Independence, 

Brecksville-Broadview Heights,  
Bedford, and Parma

232 

K-8 students that 
participate in the morning 
and aftercare programs 

84

from

participation of all students 
in student-lead prayer 

services, Advent,  
Living Stations of the Cross, National Day of 

Prayer, May Crowning, weekly Masses  
at both campuses, and more

100%

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT, OPEN HOUSE AND REGISTRATION

the

St. Michael School is a partnership between St. Michael Parish in 
Independence and St. Basil the Great Parish in Brecksville. Each 
student is a child of God, challenged daily to achieve academic 
excellence and taught to embrace the gospel message to make a 
difference in the world.
     
“We are a Christ-centered community that strives to enhance lives 
through academic excellence in the Roman Catholic tradition,” said 
Principal Mrs. Margaret Campisi. “As a nationally recognized, Blue 
Ribbon Catholic school, St. Michael always works toward enriching 
school programs to help our students achieve both academically 
and, most importantly, spiritually.  We are forming intentional 
disciples each and every day!” 

Information Night 

Parents interested in a Catholic elementary education for their 
children in Preschool, Jr. Kindergarten, Kindergarten and First Grade 
are welcome to attend an Information Night on Thursday, January 
19, 2017 from 6:30-8 pm in the St. Basil Parish Education Center, 
8700 Brecksville Road.   

Open House

On Sunday, January 22, 2017 from 10:30 am-noon, the main 
campus of St. Michael School, 6906 Chestnut Road, will hold an 
open house.  School families, those interested in sending their child 
to St. Michael School, alumni, and parishioners are welcome to 
attend.  There will be classroom tours, a sneak peak of the Drama 
Club’s play, and performances by the Jazz Band, Choir, and Jump 
Rope Club.  Families interested in receiving a personal 

tour of either the St. Michael or St. Basil campus can call Mrs. 
Margaret Campisi at 216/524-6405.
 

Registration Information
 
Re-registration Week and Sibling Registration at St. Michael School 
will be held the week of January 9, 2017.  

New Student Registration Week begins Monday, January 23, from 
9 am - 2 pm at both the main campus and the St. Basil campus. 
Students transferring from other schools in grades 1-8 are to register 
at the main campus. Preschool, Jr. Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
registration is at the St. Basil campus.
 
“The reason for our success is the dedication of our teachers, 
their willingness to go the extra mile, and always strive to take the 
students to the next level. Our students are encouraged to try new 
adventures and never to back down from a challenge,” said Campisi.  

“Another reason for our success is our parents. Their dedication to 
our school, commitment to Catholic Education, and their willingness 
to work with the administration, teachers, and staff help create a 
partnership that is most valuable,” continued Campisi. “Our goal is to 
have school graduates who are productive individuals, concerned 
about others, involved in their community, and who will make this 
world a better place by striving to share their faith with others by 
word and example.”

Families interested in learning more about St. Michael School can 
visit www.stmichaelschoolinfo.com or follow the school on Facebook 
and Twitter.

“Our goal is to HAVE SCHOOL GRADUATES who 
are productive individuals, concerned about others, involved in their 

community, and who will make this world a better place by  
striving to share their faith with others by word and example.”

an


