
On Sunday April 28, 2013, the second grade classes from St. 
Michael day school and PSR gathered to practice for their First 
Holy Communion and to celebrate Jesus Day.  This special event 
brought the second graders and their families closer together for this 
important part of their journey of Faith.

The families participated in activities such as saying prayers, making 
necklaces, creating artwork, participating in a bread-breaking 
ceremony and watching Rainbow Fish which reminded them that 
sharing not only means to give something away but to make someone 
else happy. Everyone enjoyed themselves tremendously!  You 
could feel the anticipation growing as the teachers talked about the 
upcoming events for the week.

Achieve in Life • Believe in Christ • Care for Others

St. Michael
S C H O O L A   NATIONAL SCHOOL

of
EXCELLENCE

A Newsletter for family and friends of St. Michael School

St. Michael School • 6906 Chestnut Road • Independence, Ohio 44131 • 216/524-6405 • www.stmichaelschoolinfo.org

The Messenger
Spring 2013

First Holy Communion Day

Jesus Day is Celebrated by our Second Graders

St. Michael Parish was blessed with a picture-perfect 
day on May 4, 2013 to celebrate the second grade 
students’ First Holy Communion.  What a special 
blessing for the children, their families and our parish 
community.  The children walked into the church in 
pairs looking both grown up and adorable in their 
beautiful white dresses and veils and handsome new 
suits and ties.

The children participated in the 10:00am and 
1:00pm masses by reciting readings, ringing bells, 
singing and carrying canned goods to the altar to 
benefit the St. Vincent DePaul Society.   When the 
time came for the children to receive the Body and 
Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for the first time, 
parents were able to stand behind their sons and 
daughters to experience this new beginning together.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A special thank you to Father Pete Colletti, Father 
Walt Jenne, Mrs. Campisi, and to the teachers at 
St. Michael School and in the PSR program.  This 
important group of people assisted the children and 
their parents in understanding the very special gift 
they were receiving for the first time that day.

Please join us in congratulating our First Communicants.
God Bless you and your families.

May Crowning 2013
St. Michael School held its annual May Crowning on May 8 at 
St. Michael Church.  It was a special day for the school, as they 
honored the blessed Virgin Mary.  It was also a special day for the 
second graders who had just received their First Holy Communion 
the weekend before, as well as the eighth graders who were looking 
forward to receiving the Holy Spirit in Confirmation a few days later.  
Both the second and eighth graders led everyone in the rosary. 
There were also personalized reflections on Mary written and read 
by Elizabeth Walcutt and Matthew Satariano.  The Crowning of Mary 
was done by Elaina Walcutt and Jake Skelton.  



A Look Ahead... Miss Margaret Campisi,  
 
Principal

May

31 School Office closes at 
11:15am

June

3-14 School Office is open  
8:00am - Noon

17 School Office  
closed for summer

August

7 School Office re-opens  
8:00am - Noon

12 Meet the Teacher  
7th and 8th grades - 
conference sign up

13 Meet the Teacher  
2nd - 6th grades - 
conference sign up

14 Meet the Teacher  
1st grade -  
conference sign up

14 Pre.3, Pre.4, Jr. Kdg.  
Meet the Teacher  
(no Students)

21 First Day of School  
1st - 8th grades

21 Kdg. Orientation:  
Boys 9:00am - 11:00am 
Girls 12:00 Noon - 2:00pm

22 Kdg. First Day

Dear School Families,

Special Thanks
to DigiCom Printing in Independence 
for a discount on the printing of this 
publication and St. Michael School 
PTU for underwriting the cost.

Christine Delmore
Bill Hahn
Tami Hahn
April Kalman 

P.J. Malnar
Charlene Paparizos 
Erin Sobecks

St. Michael School
Mission Statement

Writers and Contributors
A chieve in Life

B elieve in Christ

C are for Others

It is hard to believe that another school year is coming to an end.  
Looking over the year, I am amazed at the wonderful activities and 
experiences that our students have participated in so they could grow 
academically and spiritually.  As we are getting ready for summer break, 
I would like to thank you for all your prayers and support in helping St. 
Michael School provide an outstanding educational and spiritual experi-
ence for all of our students.  Have a safe fun-filled summer and we look 
forward to seeing you in August. 
 
Mrs. Margaret Campisi, 
Principal

St. Michael School’s Night at the Races

On April 27, the third annual 
Night at the Races was held with 
a crowd of about 250 race fans 
cheering on their favorite horses. A 
great meal was provided by Maple 
Heights Catering and once again 
Fun Time Productions, featuring 
Mike Wallace as the MC, provided 
the night’s entertainment. Betting 
on the races, side boards and 
almost 60 silent auction baskets 
rounded out the evening.  Father 
Pete, Father Walt and Mrs. Campisi 
rekindled their friendly competition 
of selling the sideboards which 
always proves entertaining.  
Preliminary numbers show a profit 
of close to $25,000.  

Thank you to everyone who 
attended, contributed and 
volunteered to help make the 

school’s biggest fundraiser of the 
year such a great success.  A big 
thank you to Jean Artrip and her 
helpers for running an amazing 
bank, which is such an integral 
part of the evening, but thankless 
as they work all night in the back 
room and away from the fun.  
Also, thank you to the Night at 
the Races committee members 
and all of their hours of hard 
work:   Co-Chairs: Kristen Hojdar, 
April Kalman and Holly Sejba; 
Advertising: Kcey Anthony and 
Flora Sakoske; Technology: Joe 
Jurczyk; and leading a group of 40-
plus volunteers, Christine Fishman.   
Thanks again for your participation, 
see you next year!



SMILES Reading Program Thanks Volunteers
Over 30 years ago, a mother named Nancy Peters started 
the SMILES Reading Program.   SMILES is a one-on-one 
reading program that partners students with a volunteer 
senior citizen.  Each Thursday, one First Grade class 
meets with their SMILES Reader.  Students have an 
opportunity to practice their new reading skills with an 
adult who takes on a grandparent-like role.  Our volunteers 
gently assist and encourage students as they read.  They 
create a positive atmosphere that fosters interest in books 
and plants the seeds for a life-long love of reading.  Sadly, 
Nancy is no longer with us, but her legacy lives on.    Her 
initiative has brought joy to so many of students and 
volunteers.

Last year we also lost a dear, longtime volunteer, Neil 
Rackliffe.  Neil became involved with SMILES when he 
volunteered for his grandson, a St. Michael’s student.  He 
enjoyed the experience so much he stayed on to work 
with other children.  Neil’s dedication was nothing short 
of remarkable.    He showed up session after session, 
always smiling and cheerful, never hinting of physical pain 
or discomfort in spite of a long, hard fought battle with 
cancer.  

During Neil’s final days, he asked his wife, Marie, to 
“look out for the SMILES program”.   In his memory, the 
Rackliffe family generously donated funds last year that 
enabled us to purchase a beautiful rolling library cart to 
store and transport our books and supplies more easily.  
And Marie recently made another very generous donation 
that will enable us to purchase new books and supplies 
for next year.  I cannot adequately express our gratitude for 
these gifts.   We miss Neil and will continue to keep him 
and his family in our prayers.  Neil is our very own SMILES 
guardian angel.

We value the remarkable dedication of all our volunteers 
but we’d be remiss if we didn’t mention one other person 
in particular.  DeDe Harris is a St. Michael parishioner who 
has volunteered for SMILES for over 24 YEARS!!!  Wow!  
DeDe, you are a blessing to St. Michael’s - thank you, we 
love you!

If you know anyone who is interested in learning more 
about volunteering for SMILES, please have them contact 
Erin Sobecks at 440 526-0692 or esobecks@yahoocom.    
Have a blessed, fun, safe summer!

DeDe Harris with Lily Domo SMILES Cart donated by Rackliffe Family Neil Rackliffe and John Allen-McIntyre

Eighth Grade Confirmation

St. Michael Church was filled with the Holy Spirit on 
Friday, May 10 as 87 eighth grade students from St. 
Michael School and PSR program gathered to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. The students had prepared for 
over a year for their initiation into the Catholic Church and 
the day had finally come. Prior to the start of the service, 
key celebrant Bishop Roger W. Gries, OSB, questioned 
the confirmandi about the meaning of the Sacrament and 
its importance as a spiritual milestone in their lives.  The 
mass followed with a beautiful homily by the Bishop in 
which he described how we all have a built-in “GPS” 
system. He explained that it is not a “global positioning 
system,” but “God’s positioning system” in which the Holy 
Spirit guides us from above and leads us to God. The 
Bishop stressed how important it is to follow the directions 
given by our “GPS” so we do not make any wrong turns 
and get lost along the way.

The confirmandi and their sponsors then processed 
around the church and waited as each student stood 
on the altar before the Bishop as he announced their 
chosen saint’s name to the congregation, and sealed the 
Holy Spirit within them. Following this rite of initiation, the 
students stood together and repeated their baptismal 
vows.

After the Liturgy, the eighth graders, their sponsors, and 
families were invited to a celebratory reception hosted by 
the fourth grade parents in Rappe Hall. Bishop Gries was 
in attendance and graciously posed for photographs with 
the students and their families. It was the perfect ending to 
a perfect evening!

Congratulations to our newly-confirmed young men and 
women. May God bless you in your continuing journey in 
the Catholic faith!

St. Michael PTU has had a wonderful second 
semester. We started things out with a fabulous Catholic 
Schools week, which included providing amazing lunches 
for our even more amazing teachers and staff.  We also 
were fortunate to enjoy a great night of tubing at the Polar 
Blast at Brandywine! We had cold weather, but that only 
made the runs faster.  Even the parents got in on the 
act!  It was wonderful to see so many families and friends 
enjoying each other’s company.

We hosted a Friendship Sunday for St. Michael Church, 
continuing our efforts to support the parish that does so 
much to support our school.  It has been our privilege to 
be able to give back in some small way.   Sherry Mazzola 
and Michele Kuczmarski have worked tirelessly on Market 
Day, and with the help of the grade level parents from all 
the grades have raised thousands of dollars for the PTU.  

The grade level parents also stepped up to host the 
Confirmation reception, as well as a Graduation Reception 
for our 8th grade graduates and their families. It certainly 
made for special evenings for all. We relied on our grade 
level parents for Muffins for Mom and Donuts for Dads and 
they came through with flying colors!  With the wonderful 

treats from Sunrise Bakery and the hard work of all our 
volunteers, we had a fun morning.

The PTU also awarded four $500 scholarships to our 
graduates attending a Catholic High School.  The 
students wrote essays on “What a Catholic Education 
Means to Me.”  All the responses were amazing, and made 
all of us realize that our kids truly do appreciate a Catholic 
education, and that they recognize the sacrifices that we 
as parents make to keep them in Catholic School.  Keep 
a close eye out, some of the responses may even be 
published! 

The PTU is a wonderful part of St. Michael School, and it 
is successful because of all our amazing volunteers.  We 
have enjoyed the first year of having a fully electronic AR 
program, which is paid for by the PTU.  The cost of this 
program will continue to be an expense that the PTU will 
cover to ensure that the kids have access to as many 
books as possible so that every child can have the chance 
to learn a love of reading. St. Michael School would not be 
the same without all the things that PTU does.  

What can you look forward to next year?  Many more 
activities and benefits to help our kids.  See you in the fall!    



Best Wishes Class of 2013, May All Your Dreams Come True!
St. Michael School is proud to congratulate its graduating eighth graders as they move on to their chosen high schools this fall.  

We will miss you and we wish you much success in high school and beyond!

Noah Abood
Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights H.S.

Joseph Gage
Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights H.S.

Barbara Garran
Trinity H.S.

Kyle Hahn
St. Ignatius H.S.
Ignatian Scholar; Merit Scholarship

Ashley Henderson
Independence H.S.

Anastasia Hoprich
Independence H.S.

Nicole Hudak
Walsh Jesuit H.S.

Halle Krisinski
Trinity H.S.

Megan Kuczmarski
Independence H.S.

Alexandria Londrico
Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights H.S.

Rachel Lustik
Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights H.S.

Annie Mackert
Walsh Jesuit H.S.

Thomas Mandat
Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights H.S.

Janie Peterson
Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights H.S.

James Skelton
St. Ignatius H.S.
Ignatian Scholar; Merit Scholarship

Chad Szabo
Holy Name H.S.

Lauren Taras
Independence H.S.

Rebecca Toth
Our Lady of the Elms
Elms Dominican Scholarship

Angelica Virzi
Walsh Jesuit H.S.

Elaina Walcutt
Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights H.S.

Elizabeth Walcutt
Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights H.S.

Thomas Zuchowski
Independence H.S.

Meaghan Delhunty
Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights H.S.

Matthew Satariano
St. Ignatius H.S.
Ignatian Scholar; Merit Scholarship

Kyle Shuki
St. Ignatius H.S.

Sean Mather
St. Ignatius H.S.

Louis Londrico
Normandy H.S.

Jack Carter
St. Ignatius H.S.

Alexander Byers
Nordonia H.S.

Genna Harshbarger
Our Lady of the Elms

Benjamin Artip
Independence H.S.


